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On 4 June 2024, the new rooms of the Salesian General Postulation located at the
Zeffirino Namuncurà community  in  Via  della  Bufalotta  in  Rome were opened and
blessed by the then Rector Major, Cardinal Ángel Fernández Artime.In the plan to
restructure the headquarters, the Rector Major with his Council decided to locate
the  rooms  relating  to  the  Salesian  General  Postulation  in  this  new  Salesian
presence in Rome.

            From Don Bosco to the present day we recognise a tradition of holiness
that  deserves  attention,  because  it  is  the  embodiment  of  the  charism  that
originated with him and that has been expressed in a plurality of states of life and
forms.  We  are  talking  about  men  and  women,  young  people  and  adults,
consecrated  and  lay  people,  bishops  and  missionaries  who  in  different  historical,
cultural and social contexts in time and space have made the Salesian charism
shine with special light, representing a heritage that plays an effective role in the
life  and community  of  believers  and for  people  of  good will.  The  Postulation
accompanies  64 Causes  of  Beatification  and Canonisation  concerning  179
Saints, Blesseds, Venerables, Servants of God. It is worth noting that about
half  of the Salesian Family groups (15 out of 32) have at least one Cause of
Beatification and Canonisation underway.

            The plans for the work were drawn up and supervised by architect Toti
Cameroni.  Having  identified  the  space  for  the  location  of  the  Postulation  rooms,
which originally comprised a long and wide corridor and a large hall, it then went
on to the study of their distribution based on the requirements. The final solution
was thus designed and realised:

The  library  with  full-height  bookcases  divided  into  40×40  cm  squares  that
completely  cover  the  walls.  The  purpose  is  to  collect  and  store  the  various
publications on saintly figures, in the knowledge that the lives and writings of the
saints have, since ancient times, constituted frequent reading among the faithful,
arousing  conversion  and  a  desire  for  a  better  life:  they  reflect  the  splendour  of
Christ’s goodness, truth and charity. In addition, this space is also well suited for
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personal research, hosting groups and meetings.

            From here we move on to the reception area, which is intended to be a
space for spirituality and meditation, as in the visits to the monasteries of Mount
Athos, where the guest was first introduced to the chapel of the relics of the saints:
that is where the heart of the monastery was located and from there came the
incitement to holiness for  the monks.  In this  space there is  a series of  small
showcases illuminating reliquaries or valuables related to Salesian holiness. The
right-hand wall is lined with wooden panelling with replaceable panels depicting
some of the Salesian Family’s saints, blessed, venerable and servants of God.
            A door leads into the largest room of the postulation: the archives. A 640
linear metre compactor allows for the archiving of a large number of documents
relating to the various processes of Beatification and Canonisation. A long chest of
drawers is located under the windows: there are liturgical images and vestments.
            A small corridor from the reception area, where canvases and paintings can
be admired on the walls, leads first into two brightly lit offices with furnishings
and then into the relics case. Also in this space, furniture fills the walls, cabinets
and drawers accommodate the relics and liturgical vestments.

A storage  room and  a  small  room used  as  a  rest  area  complete  the
postulation rooms.
            The opening and blessing of these rooms reminds us that we are
custodians  of  a  precious  heritage  that  deserves  to  be  known and valued.  In
addition  to  the  liturgical-celebratory  aspect,  the  spiritual,  pastoral,  ecclesial,
educational, cultural, historical, social, missionary… potential of the Causes must
be fully valorised. Holiness recognised, or in the process of being recognised, on
the one hand is already a realisation of evangelical radicalism and fidelity to Don
Bosco’s apostolic project, to be looked to as a spiritual and pastoral resource; on
the other hand it is a provocation to live one’s vocation faithfully in order to be
available to bear witness to love to the extreme. Our Saints, Blesseds, Venerables
and Servants of God are the authentic incarnation of the Salesian charism and the
Constitutions or Regulations of our Institutes and Groups in the most diverse times
and  situations,  overcoming  that  worldliness  and  spiritual  superficiality  which
undermine  our  credibility  and  fruitfulness  at  the  root.
            Experience confirms more and more that the promotion and care of the
Causes of Beatification and Canonisation of our Family, the celebration together of
events related to holiness, are dynamics of grace that give rise to gospel joy and a



sense of charismatic belonging, renewing intentions and commitments of fidelity to
the call received and generating apostolic and vocational fruitfulness. The saints
are true mystics of the primacy of God in the generous gift of self, prophets of
evangelical fraternity, servants of their brothers and sisters with creativity.

            In order to promote the Causes of Beatification and Canonisation of the
Salesian  Family  and  to  get  to  know  at  first  hand  the  heritage  of  holiness  that
flourished from Don Bosco,  the Postulation is  available  to  welcome people and
groups who wish to get to know and visit these environments, also offering
the  possibility  of  mini-retirements  with  itineraries  on  specific  themes  and  the
presentation  of  documents,  relics,  significant  objects.  For information write  to
postulatore@sdb.org.
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